Toolkit for Access and Participation Evaluation (TAPE)
 
This toolkit has been validated on circa 1000 pupils in secondary schools from year groups 9-13. The survey toolkit was validated over a period of 7 years on pupils who did not engage in Aimhigher WP interventions (the non-treatment group). 
· The analysis measured the association between survey scores and HE entry. Pupils with higher scores were more likely to enter HE compared to those with lower scores. 
· All items were found to be reliable. Scores on re-testing remained largely consistent for pupils who did not engage in Aimhigher interventions (non-treatment group)
· All items were tested on pupils for feedback and SMOG tested (readability age) to support validation.
The validity and reliability testing excludes academic confidence measures due to small samples.
This analysis is part of a wider PhD research study. Journal publications will follow shortly. This is the largest study of its kind to date and the first to validate a toolkit for actual behaviours (HE entry). This toolkit is open source – please feel free to use and share with reference to the original source. To remain valid and reliable the question wording and 5-point Likert scale response format should remain unchanged.


Toolkit for Access and Participation Evaluation (TAPE) (Horton, 2022)

	Statements 
	Construct 
	Response format (coding) 

	To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements: 

	I am planning/considering going to higher education before I am 30 years old 
	HE intentions / expectations and academic motivation 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definitely  
Probably  
Not Sure  
Probably Not  
Definitely Not  
 

	I understand what student life would be like in higher education 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HE Knowledge 
	

	I know enough about higher education to decide whether to go or not 
	
	

	I understand how to apply to higher education 
	
	

	I know the qualifications that I will need to be able to go to higher education 
	
	

	I know the grades that I will need to be able to go to higher education 
	
	

	I am clear on which higher education course/subject to apply for  
	
	

	I am clear on which higher education institutions I want to apply for 
	
	

	I understand how the UCAS application process works (UCAS is the organisation responsible for managing applications to higher education courses) 
	
	

	University is for people like me 
	HE Attitudes 
	

	
Do you have any concerns about going to higher education? If yes, please outline the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements:

	I can’t afford to continue into higher education because I am worried about getting into debt 
	HE Attitudes 
	Strongly Agree  
Agree 
Not Sure  
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree  
 

	It is not worthwhile continuing with education 
	HE Attitudes and academic motivation 
	

	I’m not interested in education 
	
	

	I will not get the required grades to go into higher education 
	HE intentions / expectations / confidence in academic ability 
	

	I do not feel confident in my ability to cope with learning in higher education  
	HE Attitudes / confidence in academic ability 
	

	her reason (please specify) 
	 
	 



